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SOME RESULTS ON RANDOM FLIGHTS
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ABSTRACT. We consider in this paper random flights in R? performed by a particle
changing direction of motion at Poisson times. Directions are uniformly distributed on
spheres S{. For the position (X1 (t), ..., X4(t)) we obtain the conditional characteristic
function

E {ei TR ek Xp(t) | N(t) = n}

and related density pn(z1,...,2q4;t) in terms of (n + 1)—fold integrals of products of
Bessel functions. These integrals can be worked out in simple terms for spaces of
dimension d = 2 and d = 4. In these two cases also the unconditional distribution is
determined in explicit form. We point out that a strict connection between these types
of motions with infinite directions and the equation of damped waves holds only for
d = 2. The related motion with random velocity in R® is analyzed and its distribution
derived.

We consider a particle initially located at the origin of a frame of reference of the space
R?,d > 2. The particle initially chooses the direction of its motion with uniform law on the
surface of the hypersphere 95 = {(z1, ..., 74) : EZ:1 z3 = 1}, that is

I'(d/2
(1) fO1,....00_2,0) = Q(dd//,z) sin?™2 0, sin? 36, - - - sinfy_o,
7T

where 0 < §; <7, j=1,..,d -2, 0 < ¢ < 2m. The changes of direction of motion are
governed by a homogeneous Poisson process and therefore at each Poisson event occurs the
particle changes direction according to the uniform law (1).

We assume that the particle moves with a constant velocity ¢ and its position (X (%), ..., Xq(t))
at time ¢, when the number N(¢) of Poisson events in the interval (0,?) is equal to n, can
therefore be written as

n+1
Xd(t) = CZ(Sj — Sj_l) sin@l,j Sin02,j s Sin@d_gvj Sinqu
j=1
n+1
Xd_1(t) = CZ(Sj — Sj_l) sin (917]' sin (927]' ---8in od_27j COS qu

Xo(t) = cZ(sj — s;_1)sin by ; cosBs ;

X1(t) = cZ(sj —sj_1)cos by ;,
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X1

Figure 1: Sample paths of the random flight in R3.

where by s;, j = 1,...,n we indicate the instants of occurrence of the Poisson events with
So = O, Sn4+1 = t.

The sample paths described by the moving particle appear as straight lines with sharp
turns and look like polygonals made up of randomly oriented segments of random length
(see Figure 1).

Our more general results are stated in the next theorem.

Theorem 1 The conditional characteristic function of (X1 (¢), ..., X4(t)) is given by
EB{e i X0 | N(t) =)

tn

2

" . {2glr <d) }n+1 /Ot o /t dsn,ﬁ Ja_y <C(Sj - Sj—l)@? |

Sn—1 i—=1 d 2
! <C(3j = 8j-1) \ py— 0‘%)

The related distribution function for the absolutely continuous component of the vector
position (X1(t), ..., Xq(t)) is

4)  palar, . wast)
Pr{i_s (Xu(t) € du) IN() = n}

n+1

H Jg_l (cp(sj —sj-1))

i (eplsy —sj))5t
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forn>1,d> 2.

The general formula (4) shows that the probability distribution of the position X (¢) =
(X1(¢), ..., Xa(t)) is isotropic, but its explicit expression can be obtained only in two cases,
that is for d = 2 and d = 4.

If the length of the displacements of the particle are constant, we obtain the initial version
of the problem of random flights studied by Pearson, Kluyver, Rayleigh and Watson. In
this case, and assuming that at time ¢ the (n + 1)—th step has been completed, formula (4)
becomes

D1, ., Td)

d

St | (s (oa)" o,
k=1

Q n+1 0o
%(22] /0 p~ G,

for n > 1.
For d = 2 and d = 4 the density (4) can be evaluated by means of the following integrals
(a sort of semigroup-type property of Bessel functions)

. v Lt )T +3) iy
(6) /0 ' (a —x)"Ju(x) ], (a — x)de = \/%FEM+V+12) a" R g, (a),
with Re p > —%,Rel/ > —%, and
(7) /a JM(Z)JV(a — z)dz — <l + l) JMJrV(a’)’
0 z(a — 2) 0w a

with Re p > 0, Re v > 0 (see Gradstheyn-Ryzhik formula 6.533(2) and formula 6.581(3)).
The integrals (6) and (7) permit us to evaluate the distribution (4) respectively for d = 2
and d = 4. Therefore we get that

4 n—1
n(n+1)
(8) Pn(fﬂhw%w&m;ﬂ = W <62t2 — in) ,

for n > 1 and (z1,22,73,24) € S%, and

(9) Pl ant) = 5o (HF — ot —ad) T
for n > 1 and (21, 12) € S%.

We observe that the distribution (8) for n = 1 becomes the uniform distribution in the
hypersphere S2,, while the distribution (9) for n = 2 coincides with the uniform law inside
the disc S%. We note, also, that the above distributions tend to zero on the edge of the
sphere (for n > 1 for d = 4 and for n > 2 for d = 2).

In order to have a closer insight into the behavior of the distribution (8) we give the

following result

(10) E

that for m = 1, as n — oo, tends to zero.
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From (8) we obtain the law of the absolutely continuous part of the unconditional
distribution

Pr 4_1 X dx
p(x1, T2, T3, 245 ) = {ﬂk_( k(t) € k)}

4
(11) =y do
A kil A (2p N2
= apqat e 2+02t ct—E Al I
k=1

for (z1,22,73,74) € S%. The distribution (11) has almost the form of a truncated four-
2
dimensional Gaussian distribution with independent components. As A\,c — cce & — 1

we obtained that
e_ Ei:l zi

lim p(x1,x2, 23, 235t) = 242

that represents the distribution of Brownian motion in R%.
It’s hard to obtain explicit probability distribution also for N(¢) = 1 for arbitrary values
of the dimension d. In fact we have that
T, 2
r? (%) 1 SEETE T (sinw)d3ds,
(% _ %) %7\/2551“% (Csl)d_Q(C(t—Sl))7

(12)p1(z1, ..., za; t) = .

20m S, o} .

where

and (z1,...,24) € S% = {(xl, ey &) ZZ:1 T3 < c2t2}. In particular for d = 3 formula
(11) yields

10g ct+ a:erav%Jr:rg
ctfwa:erw%Jr:rg
)
m(2ct)?/2? + 23 + 23

Of course for d = 2,4 we reobtain from (12) the distribution (8) and (9) for n = 1.

We can extract from (11) the probability law of motions described by the projection of
random flights onto lower spaces (see Figure 2). In particular, we studied a moving particle
in R? with random velocity with the following components

(13)

p1(x1, T2, 235t) = (z1,29,73) € S5,

Vg, = csinf; sinfs sin ¢, vy, = csinfy sin by cos P, vy, = csinby cos by

and intensity csin,0 € (0,7). Therefore the projection of the four-dimensional motion
onto R? has the following density function

k—L1
Vare 2 A > Tok+2 1
14 4 ) = Z A2 2 -
( ) p (xlvaax37 ) 03t27T2\/E p 2t ¢ ;xk 2]{—11—‘(}{?—%)7
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N

X1

Figure 2: Sample paths in R? and their projections on the equatorial plane.

for (x1,x2,23) € S,
While in R? we have that

A ef)\t+%\/c2t27(wf+w§)

15 p(T1,T25t) = —
(15) (@1,02i0) = 5 s

)

is a solution to the equation of planar, damped waves also called two-dimensional telegraph

equation, namely
d%p op L[ 0 9
ZE o2 = L=
o TP ¢ {ax2+ay2}p’

it seems the analogous relationships do not hold for random flights in R* and for their
projections onto R3, R?, R.
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